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New body aims to mediate
while seeking peace outcomes

Faith leaders say
populist extremism
is ‘incompatible
with religion’

POPULIST exiremism
rejects fundomcenta! maral
and ethical principles of
Cheistisnity and other reli-
gmn. and accoedingly must

actively resiswed by falth
communities,

Swch was the oee coexclusion
of an loger-Glth peace event in |
Edinburgh on “Faith, Peace and |
Global Fuolitics lr. Ju. ‘nm: aof ‘
President Trumg®, bedd by
Bdinhunﬂ' Inter- th #x) Unit-
ing for Peace. |

Professoe  Jolyon  Mitchedl,
Director, Centre for Theology |
] Public [ssues, Edinbargh ’
Uriversity, sail the separation
barfiers now  within  and |
between nsany countries - from
Cyprus sad Narthern Ireland to
Israel-Palestine and USAMexd-
o - symbolised the desp divi-
sions in wdsy’s workl,

“The past 12 years have seen
6000 miles of new separation
wils s0C Darciers erected in 65
coung * Owercosning these
divisions and balkllng pesco
required] both topdevel action
by beaders and Jocal-level action l
by activists and Comununities,
and alse "the oftenn neglocted
middle-level actice where rebh |
gions Jeaders are very mpor |
g "

Lzam Amln Buxte
ale Street Mosque su
o0 tame of greal w

gion, and su.li-l:c.
aguest the corvupm.”
Pun:.cn m.x o xl & soul was &

recaly (e world.”

Imam Hass
clase emgagen
w.:n ,.m \.’

PEACEMAKER  Medistors
(wwerpeocemakers. ngo) was
lrunched on & May
s“l Christ Church,

The new bady alms to be &
catialyst for peacemaking, espe-
cally where ‘minocities are per-
smculed, where  Joslice s
denied, human dghts are sup-
pressed or reconciliation 1s
| needed’,

The director, the recently
retired vicar of Cheist Church,
e Rev Stephen Siver, said he
wigns o work with other peace

charities, with & specSe
role of deallng with causes not

| doasequences

Palrcers of the charity are
Archbishop  Mouneer  Anis
Jerusalemn and the Middie
Eas() axxl the foomer Archibish
oo of Ugands, Henry Orombi

The Panel of Reference
oxcludes Bishop Michas! Langr
#, former Bishop of Exeter.

Spesiing from this Sunclay's
kectionary he noted that Eph-
esiang 2:14 reacls "Chatst Is our
peace who has beoleen down m..-
cdividing wall 10 make peace®.
'Hr cross, which was a priestly

m Act Is mod § victo-
ry -:m' x.al.nx! Bishop Langrish
ssid Jesus wis nol winming a
canfict but putting an end 10
cunflict

Pouring millices isto peaces
ipeping ooly keeps warring par
tes  spart. The Chrislian
cummusity struggies 10 keep
reconciliaion alive. "This d.ars
1y is committed 1o keep that wit:
ness alive,” he said, *5 vocstion

| to which Christ calls us and for

Witch e u\wusdu;-z'am'
Siephen Hofmeyr QC sw).f
of his cr,-c-'icnm of belng
L.uugl. v..)uu.pe Tm whers
lie lived “unsder the borrars of 2

mxority wiho were persecuted.”
His experience tsaght him tha
reconciisthon and true peace
anly come fSrom God. This
mrvolves “truth, degling with the
realiies and all the issues, not
sweeping them undér the ca
,’.1-
Ln:c works when  peopie
" he said, noting that at a
sol eeling o secure peace in
South Adrica, agreement filed
at the kst hurdie. Chief
heled left and hoarded a
P . After take off the plane
ceveloped 3 fault and hed 10
return. Chief Buthelod wis
asked w0 g0 hack into the meet:
irg, where finally the deal was
doasr, Peaphe had besn praying.
Canca Garth Hewitt, the
fomnder of Amos Trust, and a
rusiee of the charily, gave a
concert with gaitar and harmon-
ica His songs haxl Enes soch as
“In the temas of God's mercy
all are scoepeed,, . God is 5(1[1
walting with wide open arms™,

I believe in the way of peace,
I believe in the way of freedom,

“Oh in my heart [ do believe,
lnlbew;yufmndthcm
of Jeess”

And referricg 1o the Bethle
hem Wall, *No injussice will last
{:rmrr one day the wall will

*When we do not speak up s
the truth dies it's the devil's
moment, Kyrie eleison.”

A pinting called “Tise Devil's
Moment® was asctioned In aid
of the new charity.

Seversl members of the panel
of rehnr referred to the
mur » that Rev Stepihen Sizer

n under significss
mm’e. from people, one can
tributor posed, who were afruid

of what he was sging.
Canonn  Chris wel
camed the lgmch of Peacenak-

er Medimors as timely for the

JK because from a Christlan
per-.vec'.xw:. making peace
achieving reconciliation

depends oo truth.

“Truth i3 the only defence th

R o ¢ Pt

against 1

muorality is reduced to persons
opinion and preference, and |
criticism of sy position 3 Likes
as unacceptable offence, thes
2l we have Is 2 power-game a0
thoss in the minority are judges
0 be sick and suffering fron
some phobia or ather,

“We must easure the freedon
10 spesk and seek the truth i
the publlc square in our ow
country. Some will he gm;alm
the parties in the fartheoaml
¢ecton to include the prodilm
of consdence clauses in many
of the current and contention
articles of legislagon already ol
the statute book and e
slonex1 ™

Piotwrad: (from lgt) Caxo

; Garti Ha?nnnm Mu:sﬁu
Langrish, » Sephen Size
aud the paduting The Devd!
Momeenr by Doniel Bareal

nifcant neyative §

and  religlous  [nokecsnce, |
mppeals 10 Jear anc haie, Xenc-
phobia ¢ 't

instmets, i
for v »L

chillenge 0 L
echics sbared Jov
bans, Musiins, those
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