MISSION OF THE MONTH

Jesus said, “Blessed are
the peacemakers,
for they shall be called
children of God.”

reconciliation is needed.
Last year, Stephen
made four visits to
Rwanda, Tanzania and
Uganda, to train clergy,
lay leaders and youth
pastors in Christian
ministry, pastoral care
and conflict resolution.
The communities visited
are remote rural districts
with among the lowest
levels of education,
highest levels of poverty,
as well as refugees, and
where the need is
greatest.
Stephen also joined
an international team
working with the YMCA in
Palestine which planted hundreds of olive
trees for farmers who live close to illegal
settlements. The trees donated by friends in
the UK and other countries will help provide
families suffering the consequences of the

Matthew 5:7
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eacemakers is a
small dynamic
registered UK
charity founded in 2017 by
the former vicar of Virginia
Water, the Revd Dr
Stephen Sizer. Stephen
took early retirement to
focus on teaching,
training and mediation in
some of the world’s
trouble spots, most
frequently in the Middle
East and East Africa.
Peacemakers as a charity seek to be
catalysts for peacemaking, especially where
minorities are persecuted, where justice is
denied, human rights are suppressed or
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and Syria to assist with peace-making
projects and conferences exploring ways to
resolve the Middle East conflict.
We invite you to join the Peacemaker Team
and contribute to these initiatives. More than
80% of the 2020 budget is already pledged or
funded. We do, however, need to raise a
further £5,000 to respond to the requests
already received for this year.

military occupation and land confiscations
with a sustainable income and viable future.
He also spoke at two international
conferences held in Bethlehem addressing the
need for justice, peace and reconciliation.
Late last year, Stephen was appointed a
trustee of Southampton and Winchester
Visitors Group (SWVG), a charity that helps
asylum seekers and refugees in Hampshire. He
and his wife, Joanna, also support individual
asylum seekers to cope with their trauma,
learn English and prepare their applications to
obtain leave to remain in the UK.
The Peacemaker Trustees are very
thankful for the financial support given by
Christ Church as well as residents of Virginia
Water who have made all this possible.
Peacemaking tends to be more fruitful and
lasting when undertaken discretely. Therefore,
some ongoing Peacemaker projects and
partnerships especially in the Middle East are
below the radar in countries where minorities
are experiencing persecution.
During 2020, God willing, Stephen will be
returning to Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania to
provide theological training and to Palestine

• To find out more about joining the
Peacemaker Team, visit
www.peacemakers.ngo or email
Stephen@peacemakers.ngo
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